B THE SUPREME COLERT OF TONEA

PRACTICR PAREGTION N0 OF 20148+ IIICTIRENTS
LA wrial in the Supteme Court tust be coramanosd by indictment,  [Gonslitution ~ '
olauea 11] -
2. Adudge hasthe pawer to direct the forr of indistiments. [Constiiution ~ clause 88 ;
3. Wludgments of Superior Gourts of Gommonwealth countries are regarded s having v
Jemuasive authosity. ’ .
4, Ultimafe responsibitily for the indictment rests with c:&;UnsaEa for the prosecution. whiy . :
rust enstive thal I is i proper for Before atralgnment [see Newrdand 19881 QR 402,
& In England the Crown Court [Admipistration of Jusiive] [Miscalfanzous Provisions] Act

1933 requires an hdictiment fo be signad by a “aropat offieer” of the court. In Morals - .
£1888] 87 Cr. App. RO it was held that the il of an acoused on an unsigned i

indiotment.was nof,
6. In Tonga there-ds 1o gquivalent to the 1933 Act and no “proper officer” of the tourthas :
been identified, ‘ N :
7. ltis sooepled without dispute that all important legat documents such & yiily, pedtan,
* nolices -and orders are signed and dated. There appears ta be ng rebson hot o t
“require indicltients fo receive the satie ofiicial seal of approval, ;
. * . 1‘
8, Hencefortheall indietments presaried for Sftaigriment must be Sidned and dated. 1t will :
he for i Sdlicitor General to decide the sppropriate signiatory but in the alysance of
any Gther signatiive the Goyrt will fequite that the indictinsht be signed by prosacution
Gulnsel appaating ot arraignment. - : :
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